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Definition
An annotated bibliography is a list of sources about a topic containing a brief description and evaluation for each source.  

What is the difference between an 

annotated bibliography and an abstract?

An abstract is a summary of a source.  

An annotation provides a description and evaluation of a source.

Parts of an Annotated Bibliography Entry

1. Bibliographic citation listed alphabetically (given in a specified format—MLA, APA)

2. Summary (usually written in paragraph form, approximately 100-150 words in length)
What to Include in Your Summary Paragraph 

1. A brief description of the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience

2. A brief summary of content

3. A statement of why this source seems valuable and how you might use it*

*From Crusius, Timothy and Carolyn E. Channell. The Aims of Argument. 3rd ed. Mountain View, CA: Mayfield, 2000.


Example-APA Format
Thomson, R., & Murachver, T. (2001). Predicting gender from electronic
       discourse.  British Journal of Social Psychology, 40, 193-208. Retrieved from 

       http://www.bpsjournals.co.uk/journals/bjsp/

       
In three experiments, the authors tested their assumptions about male and
       female communication in Online settings. They found that, as with face-to-
       face communication, men and women have identifiable differences in their 
       online language style. They note that the individual differences are small but
       that, when they are taken as a whole, clear male/female patterns emerge.
       They also note that humans are very sensitive to minor variables in language
       style and can make accurate predictions as to whether an anonymous
       communication was written by a male or a female. This report uses dense,
       scientific language, but it provides strong evidence to support the theory that 
       there is a real, identifiable gender difference in online communication.

*From http://dianahacker.com/pdfs/Hacker-Haddad-APA-AnnBib.pdf
Annotated Bibliography Template
APA Format
This template contains common reference-list entries for books, journal articles, magazine articles, and websites.  Entries for the reference list vary because of the different information they include.  For more specific items, you may need to consult your updated APA style manual. 

Book

One Author

Last Name, First Initial. (Year).  Title of the Book.  City, State of Publication:  Publisher.
       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of 
       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why 
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.
Two or More Authors 
Last Name, First Initial & Last Name, First Initial.  (Year).  Title of the Book.  City, State of Publication:  
       Publisher.

       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of  

       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why 
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.

Organization/Corporate Author
Name of the Organization.  (Year).  Title of the Book.  City, State of Publication:  Publisher.
       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of 
       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why 
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.

Journals and Magazines
Journal Article

Last Name, First Initial.  (Year).  Title of the Article.  Name of the Journal, Volume Number, Page Numbers. 
       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of  

       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.
Magazine Article
Last Name, First Initial.  (Year, Month).  Title of the Article.  Name of the Magazine, Volume Number,

       Page Numbers.

       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of 
       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why 
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.
APA Format

Online Resources

Online Journal Article

Last Name, First Initial.  (Year).  Title of the Article.  Name of the Journal, Volume Number, Page Numbers.
       URL of the homepage of the online source. 

       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of 
       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.
Online Magazine Article
Last Name, First Initial.  (Year, Month Day).  Title of the Article.  Name of the magazine, Volume Number, 

       Page Numbers.  URL of the homepage of the online source. 

       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of 
       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.
Professional Websites or Information Databases

Last Name, First Initial or Name of Organization.  (Year, Month, and Day).  Title of the Source.  Retrieved 
       from http://www.url.com.

       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of
       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.
Annotated Bibliography Template

MLA Format
This template contains common reference-list entries for books, journal articles, magazine articles, and websites.  Entries for the reference list vary because of the different information they include.  For more specific items, you may need to consult your updated MLA style manual. 

Book

One Author

Last Name, First Name.  Title of the Book.  City of Publication:  Publisher, Year.  Print.

       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of 
       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why 
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.
Two or More Authors 
Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last Name.  Title of the Book.  City of Publication:  Publisher, Year.
       Print.
       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of  

       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why 
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.

Organization/Corporate Author
Name of the Organization.  Title of the Book.  City of Publication:  Publisher.  Year.  Print.
       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of 
       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why 
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.

Journals and Magazines

Journal Article

Last Name, First Name.  “Title of the Article.”  Name of the Journal, Volume Number (Year):  Page 

       Numbers.  Print.   
       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of  

       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.
Magazine Article
Last Name, First Name.  “Title of the Article.”  Name of the Magazine, Month Year:  Page Numbers.  Print.
       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of 
       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why 
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.
MLA Format

Online Resources

Online Journal Article

Last Name, First Name.  “Title of the Article.”  Name of the Journal, Volume Number (Year):   Page 

       Numbers. Web.  Day, Month, Year of Access.
       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of 
       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.
Online Magazine Article

Last Name, First Name.  “Title of the Article.”  Name of the Magazine, Volume Number (Year):   Page 

       Numbers.  Web.  Day, Month, Year of Access.
       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of 
       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.
Professional Websites or Information Databases

Last Name, First Name or Name of Organization.  Title of the Article.  Title of the Source.  Volume Number 

       (Year):  Page Numbers.  Title of the Database.  Web.  Day, Month, Year of Access.  
       Highlight this passage and replace it with your annotation.  Remember to include a brief description of
       the author’s credentials, purpose, and audience, a brief summary of content, and a statement of why
       this source seems valuable and how you might use it.
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Bibliography:


A list of sources compiled on a specific topic








Annotate:


To describe and evaluate








Bibliographic citation using APA format





Description of the author’s purpose and summarizes findings





Why the information is relevant








